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ENVIRO-TIPS by Molly McGeehin
Join the Single Stream
According to the book, Living Green: A Practical Guide to Simple Sustainability, every person in America generates 4 pounds of trash per day or more than 1 billion pounds, every day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  For those of you without a handy calculator, that adds up to roughly 400 billion pounds each year. Unfortunately, 70% of that mound of trash is buried in landfills even though 75% is recyclable.
Although Ridgefield has provided an opportunity to recycle for decades, many residents continue to dispose of recyclables as trash for a variety of reasons.  Perhaps the primary complaint centers on the confusion in the sorting process, particularly plastics.  
Well, there’s good news – the Ridgefield Recycling Center now offers “single stream” recycling so there is no longer any need to sort recyclables (except glass) into different bins.   Single stream recycling offers a faster, cleaner, easier way to make Ridgefield a more environmentally-friendly community.  And, because the recycling industry continues to grow, Ridgfielders that recycle create a healthier bottom line for the Town.
During the transition phase, the RCC will continue to have separate bins because we all know that old habits die hard, but I will rest easier knowing I will no longer wake up in a cold sweat at 3 AM wondering if I contaminated an entire bin of #1 plastics by inadvertently tossing in a #2 bottle.
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