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Ridgefield Celebrates Solar Array at 
Recreation Center
  
Town ranks among top ten Connecticut municipalities in 
clean energy points earned and clean energy signups
 
Rocky Hill, Conn., January 6, 2011 — A dedication ceremony was held today in Ridgefield, Conn., to celebrate the installation of a 15-kilowatt (kW) solar photovoltaic (PV) system at the Ridgefield Recreation Center. The town earned this system through the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund’s Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program. The 15-kW, 78-panel solar PV system, which is valued at approximately $130,000, was installed by Pioneer Valley Photovoltaics (PV2).
At the dedication ceremony, remarks were made by representatives from the town of Ridgefield, PV2, Community Energy and CCEF.  
Rudy Marconi, first selectman of Ridgefield, said, “I am pleased to be here today celebrating that this initiative not only helps reduce the cost of energy for this building – thereby reducing our budgets – but also moves Ridgefield toward a healthier, cleaner environment.”
The Ridgefield Action Committee (RACE) played a key role in helping the town earn the solar array at the recreation center. For example, RACE organized several activities to help boost clean energy signups under the CTCleanEnergyOptions℠ program and promoted the benefits of clean energy in town. Using its Community Innovation Grant from CCEF, RACE promoted clean energy signups from booths set up at town events, placed newspaper ads, partnered with a local grocer that promoted signups at the store, implemented a regional signup challenge launched by First Selectman Rudy Marconi, and distributed a letter from Marconi encouraging residents to sign up for clean energy. The town will use its remaining grant funds to help produce a video promoting home energy audits and clean energy to residents. 
Town leaders, businesses and citizens also played a critical role in earning the solar array. First Selectman Marconi’s clean energy signup challenge (which Ridgefield won) significantly boosted signups and, consequently, clean energy points earned. Additionally, corporate citizen Boehringer Ingelheim helped the town earn an additional 4 kW of solar PV from CCEF by making a large-scale clean energy purchase from Community Energy, one of the two suppliers in the CTCleanEnergyOptions program.
Looking to the future, Ridgefield will be strengthening its commitment to clean energy and energy efficiency. In 2010, RACE completed a carbon footprint survey of the town; it is now developing a plan to reduce that footprint. Ridgefield will take a major step in that direction through its participation in the Neighbor to Neighbor Energy Challenge, which was launched on January 1, 2011. The goal of the challenge is to have at least 10 percent of households in the 14 participating communities achieve 20 percent energy savings and clean energy usage. A CCEF-led partnership of nine organizations is directing and overseeing the challenge and will receive support from federal stimulus funds. Ridgefield intends to encourage residents to undertake home energy audits and will provide options for how they can reduce energy consumption at home.
“We’re grateful to the hundreds of residents, as well as businesses, that are supporting clean energy,” said Gretchen Bishop, member, RACE. “Through the Neighbor to Neighbor Challenge, we’re now offering the community an opportunity to realize even greater energy savings through clean energy purchases and by making their homes and buildings more energy efficient. Collectively, our actions are really an investment in our community — making Ridgefield a healthier, more economically viable place to live.” 
As of October 31, 2010, Ridgefield had earned a total of 740 clean energy points from CCEF. Ridgefield earned 1 point for each of the 510 customers enrolled in the CTCleanEnergyOptions program, earned 3 points for each of the ten clean energy installations in town and earned another 200 points when Boehringer Ingelheim made a large-scale clean energy purchase. Ridgefield’s clean energy points earned the town 15 kW in solar PV from CCEF.  
The town can earn points toward additional clean energy systems by garnering more clean energy signups or having more local businesses and households install clean energy systems, such as solar PV, solar thermal or geothermal.
Ridgefield is one of 51 Connecticut Clean Energy Communities statewide that, collectively, have earned over 297 kilowatts of solar PV systems from CCEF. For more information about these and other Connecticut communities, visit the Program Progress Reports page on CCEF’s Web site or the general Communities section, www.ctcleanenergy.com/communities.
“The town of Ridgefield is a textbook example of a Connecticut Clean Energy Community,” said Bob Wall, director of market initiatives for CCEF. “From the vision and leadership of First Selectman Rudy Marconi to the tireless efforts of RACE and the Clean Energy Task Force to the thoughtful corporate citizenship of Boehringer Ingelheim, the entire community has embraced a bold new approach to sustainable living. By using energy and other resources more wisely, we all can reduce wasteful spending and create a better quality of life in Connecticut.”  
 
About the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF) 
CCEF was created by the Connecticut General Assembly and is funded by the electric ratepayers.  CCEF’s mission is to promote, develop and invest in clean energy sources for the benefit of Connecticut’s ratepayers in order to strengthen Connecticut’s economy, protect community health, improve the environment, and promote a secure energy supply for the state. CCEF is administered by Connecticut Innovations, a quasi-public authority. For more information on CCEF, please visit www.ctcleanenergy.com.
 
About the Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program
CCEF’s Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program is an award-winning initiative that challenges municipalities, faith communities, colleges and universities, businesses and residents to support clean energy. This program has been critical to the development of the voluntary clean energy market in Connecticut. For more information about the Connecticut Clean Energy Communities Program and CTCleanEnergyOptions, visit www.ctcleanenergy.com/communities.
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